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Introduction
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils work in partnership to deliver a wide range of
services for people who live and work in the area. We would like to present to you our
Annual Report Summary 2017/18, the first of its kind in this format, which illustrates the
main initiatives and highlights from the last year and sets out what the Councils plan to
focus on delivering during 2018/19.

Cllr John Ward

Cllr Nick Gowrley

Leader of Babergh District
Council

Leader of Mid Suffolk
District Council

Increasing the number of affordable homes available for local people in our districts is
one of our priorities. This year, residents moved into the first council homes in Babergh
for three decades and the first shared ownership homes for 25 years were offered in Mid
Suffolk. More will be following over the next few years.
Supporting and growing our local economy is another of our priorities. Last summer
we started to develop a vision for Sudbury and Stowmarket, with local residents
and stakeholders, to revitalise the town centres. A key part of this is the £2.56million
investment by Mid Suffolk District Council into the Regal Theatre Improvement Project.
Encouraging residents to lead more active lifestyles with all the benefits to physical and
mental health this brings, is important to us. We are creating more opportunities for
residents to take part in physical activity and we are providing high-quality sports facilities.
Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre was rated excellent by Quest, the national quality scheme for
sports and leisure. Babergh District Council has agreed to invest £3.4million in its leisure
centres in Sudbury and Hadleigh.
Partnership work is key to our success and we have moved our back office staff into the
same building as Suffolk County Council and the Clinical Commissioning Groups to better
join up everything we do for the benefit of our residents. We have made it quicker, easier
and more convenient for residents to contact us at a time of their choosing via our new
website, a new single telephone number and new customer access points at the Town Hall
in Old Market Place, Sudbury and in Ipswich Street, Stowmarket.
The 2017/18 year culminated with Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils winning
silver awards in the Working Together and the Council of the Year categories of the Public
Sector Transformation Awards.
We hope you will find this report useful and we commend it to you.
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